
FROM

THOUGHT

TO

EXPRESSION



THE 

DESIGN PROCESS

IS

A VISUAL PRACTICE



DIAGRAM

=

A VISUAL 

COMMUNICATION



Diagram 

= 

Essential representation for 

thinking, problem solving, and 

communication in the

architectural discipline



Diagrams

= 

express, develop, explore, 

communicate and present ideas 

and

solutions



Architectural diagram represents

Methods

Process

Definitions

Statements

Proof of propositions

Configurations

Characteristics

Spatial connections

Shape

Orientations/Directions

Forces

Flows



GRAPHIC 

PRESENTATION



GENERATIVE DIAGRAMS

DESCRIPTIVE DIAGRAMS

ANALYTICAL DIAGRAMS



GENERATIVE / DESCRIPTIVE 
DIAGRAMS

1- CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAMS

2- POSITIONAL DIAGRAMS

3- DATA MAPPING

4- TRANSLATIONAL DIAGRAMS

5- DEMONSTRATIVE DIAGRAMS

6- CARTOGRAPHIC MAPPING



CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM



The Peak, Hong Kong by Zaha Hadid, 1983



The Peak, Hong Kong by Zaha Hadid, 1983
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Noorderpoort College, Stadskanaal, The Netherlands by Mecanoo 2011
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Office & Hotel Complex, Kish Island by Hooman Balazadeh
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Ordos, Inner Mongolia, China by Work AC
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Salt Tower, Budva, Montenegro by Enforma + AIM Studio, 2012
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Tianjin Elementary School, Tianjin, Xiqing, China by Vector Architects + CCDI
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POSITIONAL DIAGRAM





CCTV building, Beijing by OMA / Rem Koolhaas,1999



CCTV building, Beijing by OMA / Rem Koolhaas,1999







The deYoung Muesum, San Francisco, California by Herzog & de Meuron



Initial axonometric projection of the Makuhari project by Steven Holl



DATA MAPPING



drawings by Architect Louis Kahn in 1953 of Philadelphia which illustrate the city through the movement, 
speed, and flow of its vehicles rather than by its physical configuration



Rem Koolhaas/OMA, Hermitage Museum expansion plan, St. Petersburg, Russia, 2003.



Rem Koolhaas/OMA, Hermitage Museum expansion plan, St. Petersburg, Russia, 2003.



Timeline daily activity diagram



Hermitage Timelines by OMA / Rem Koolhaas,1999



Concept of a vertical cemetery in Mumbai was presented as a way to satisfy cultural expectations 

while efficiently utilizing scarce urban land





TRANSLATIONAL DIAGRAM



A series of Peter Eisenman's axonometric study sketches



EDWARD TUFTE, DETAIL OF DANCE NOTATION REDRAWN FROM LA CUISSE, CAILLEAU & 

MLLE CASTAGNERY, 1762-64.



DEMONSTRATIVE DIAGRAM







Facade tectonics























CARTOGRAPHIC MAPPING



intricate geographical paintings by artist Sue Beyer








